
 

LOCAL COMPANY SUPPORTS CROSSROADS 
 
We were delighted to receive a wonderful donation of £1,000 from 
/ŜǊŜŀƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ¦Y ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ   
initiative is linked to helping the local community, particularly in the  
areas of health and nutrition, family life, education and on this  
occasion they chose Crossroads,  especially as one of their  
9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜΦ   
 Seen pictured on the right is Mrs Tracey Bintley, mother of Matthew 
(aged 14), who had a very severe case of meningitis when he was a 
baby, and has been left with cerebral palsy.  Mrs Bintley receives care 
from Crossroads which allows her to spend time with her other two 
children.  On the left is Kim Rimmer, from CPUK 
  
We are extremely grateful to companies such as CPUK who obviously recognise 
the importance in supporting organisations such as Crossroads.  

College Break Scheme 
I was involved in organising this scheme which proved to be a valuable service 
to adults with a learning disability.  This group was organised to give members a 
service during the college break as there is limited services available for them to 
access. As far as we know this is the first time such a service has been available 
in the Chester area.   We contacted 16 clients who had previously been referred 
and offered them a service one day each per week either Tuesday or Friday so 
that we would have a group of 8 clients on each day.   Then we arranged a    
calendar of events and sent this out for their approval.  These events covered a 
whole range of activities and outings from a trip to the Zoo, The Maritime     
Museum in Liverpool, a day at Llandudno, a trip on the Chester tour bus. A visit 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ tƭŀƴŜǘ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳΣ wƘȅƭ {ǳƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ hΩ {ƘŀƴǘȅΩǎ 
Farm.  We had a fabulous time and the whole events were very successful.  The 
clients not only had fun but were able to learn and practice  improving their 
social skills and how to access facilities and transport in the community. They 
enjoyed getting the train to various places and having meals out and more    
importantly making new friends.   Alison my colleague and I along with the          
clients are all looking forward to the next meeting at Christmas time when the 
two groups would like to meet together for a Christmas meal.  
 Trish OwenτSenior Carer Support WorkerτChester Crossroads 
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Earlier this year I was approached by the committee of Chester Sports       
Association for the Disabled with a view to Chester Crossroads being involved 
in the running of the club to help ensure its future and ongoing financial    
sustainability. We already have a number of other activities for adults with a 
learning disability which are very popular and our staff are building up their 
expertise of working in this area. Whilst this was a new venture for us, the 
Board of Trustees were very keen to help maintain this valuable service. The 
club has been in existence for some time and is greatly valued by the      
members and their carers. There is a committed band of volunteers, many of 
whom are carers and they will continue to support the club into the future. 
There are two elements to the club, a general session each Saturday where 
under the guidance of two volunteer co-ordinators members take part in 
games and sports to suit their abilities. After a packed lunch in the social area 
the sports hall is divided into two sections giving a wider choice of activities. 

The session lasts from 12 noon until 3pm. An additional benefit 
is that carers can have this time to themselves or do some 
shopping in Chester, as the venue, which is Queens Park High 
School, is within easy walking distance of the city centre.      
Secondly there is football practice each Wednesday evening in 
the gym from 6pm for one hour. Most carers tend to stay in the 
social area during this session and it is a chance to socialise and 
catch up on the news. We intend to consult carers to see if they 
would like us to organise speakers and topics during this       
session offering information of interest to them. The club oper-
ates during term time only and anyone interested in attending 

should ring Cheryll Etchells on 01244 374170 to see if there are places      
available.   
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The LifeLink Club has been going from strength to 

strength this year under the very able leadership of Sue 

Williscroft.  The people who attend the club, which oper-

ates 3 days per week, set the priorities and work in part-

nership with Sue to ensure that we promote independ-

ence and socialisation whenever possible.  We are very 

grateful to the volunteers who help Sue on a weekly 

basis-your help is  appreciated-thank you.                    

 

This year saw the visit of Andrew Miller MP who saw 

first hand the supportive forum of this group of people.  

Pictured are some of the clients and their carers, Sue 

Williscroft, Di Morley (Chairman), Andrew Miller MP and 

Kay Board-Cheshire Carers Development Initiative who 

organised this special visit.  Andrew Miller MP has asked 

for Crossroads involvement next year with a Consulta-

tion Event surrounding the government initiative New 

Deal for Carers. 

Pictured left to right:  Sitting Val Ellis, Eileen Hartley, Liz 

Grimes . Standing Margaret Bales, Phil Ellis, Sue Williscroft, 

Diane Morley, Andrew Miller MP (sitting) Ron Bales and 

 Kay Board. 
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